
 
 
Press release: 
 
The Institute for Resilient Infrastructure Systems (IRIS) at the University of Georgia was selected 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to develop innovative approaches for collaborating with 
U.S. military installations and their adjacent communities to increase resilience through 
Engineering With Nature and natural infrastructure solutions.  
 
“Military installations and their surrounding communities share many critical infrastructure 
systems and assets, both built and natural.  We look forward to supporting their efforts to 
strengthen these interconnected systems and build resilience for the future,” IRIS Director 
Brian Bledsoe said of the $1.5M cooperative agreement.  
 
With a team of researchers whose expertise cuts across engineering, environmental science 
and policy, community planning, and social sciences to improve natural infrastructure design 
and implementation, this endeavor will better inform collaborative planning and decision 
making with military installations and civilian governments. IRIS, working with partners at the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Engineering with Nature Initiative, is well-situated to help these 
essential installations and communities more effectively and efficiently address shared physical, 
environmental, and social challenges.  
 
The IRIS team will be closely integrated with both the installations and communities to ensure 
that solutions are tailored to each group’s challenges and needs.   
 
Examples of the kinds of natural systems that bolster resilience include river floodplains, 
forested watersheds, freshwater and coastal wetlands, dune, and beach systems, living 
shorelines and reef structures, among others. These systems may be used in conjunction with 
conventional infrastructure elements such as reservoirs, levees, and flood walls to strengthen 
the overall infrastructure system. 
 
To learn more about the kind of work IRIS does, visit: https://www.iris.uga.edu/project-
portfolio/  
 
Project description:  
The Institute for Resilient Infrastructure Systems is working with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers to develop innovative approaches for increasing the shared resilience of military 
installations and their adjacent communities through Engineering With Nature and natural 
infrastructure solutions. The project will strategically harness elements of natural systems to 
promote resilience by protecting critical infrastructure reducing flood and erosion hazards. 
Examples of the kinds of natural systems that bolster resilience include river floodplains, 
forested watersheds, freshwater and coastal wetlands, dune, and beach systems, living 
shorelines and reef structures, among others. These systems can be used in conjunction with 
conventional elements such as reservoirs, levees, and flood walls to strengthen the overall 
infrastructure system. 


